Connective tissue influences on the expression of epithelial cell-surface antigens.
Adult mice were found to show regional variation in the epithelial expression of some molecules of the blood-group antigen series. To investigate connective tissue influences on such differences, heterotypic recombinants of epithelia and connective tissues from various regions were prepared and examined using monoclonal antibodies directed against bloodgroup antigens H and Ley. The results indicate that epithelia may maintain a preexisting regionally specific pattern following recombination but that, in some recombinant matches, the connective tissue is capable of signalling redirection of the pattern of expression towards that typical of the epithelium with which it is normally associated.